ENVIRONMENT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Thursday, September 6, 2012
5:30 PM

Larry Schneider Board Room, Main Floor, City Hall

Office of the City Clerk

Public Agenda
Environment Advisory Committee
Thursday, September 6, 2012
Approval of Public Agenda
Minutes of the meeting held on June 28, 2012.
Tabled Reports
EAC12-19

EAC 12-19 Cloth Diaper Services
Recommendation
1. That the City of Regina does not adopt the Happy Nappy Diapering
Service proposal requesting the City to subsidize users of the Happy Nappy
service.
2. That the Public Works Committee request City Administration to
include education about alternatives to conventional disposable diapers in
current and future education, as well as recycling education programs and
communications.

Communications
EAC12-22

EAC12-22 Public Works Committee: Pesticide Reduction – Draft
Revised Recommendations
Recommendation
This communication be received and filed.

EAC12-23

EAC12-23 2012-2013 Environment Advisory Committee Work Plan
Recommendation
1. The 2012-2013 Environment Advisory Committee Work Plan be
confirmed.
2. The 2012-2013 Envirronment Advisory Committee Work Plan be
forwarded to Executive Committee for approval.

Adjournment

AT REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN, THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2012
AT A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
HELD IN PUBLIC SESSION
AT 5:30 PM
These are considered a draft rendering of the official minutes. Official minutes can be
obtained through the Office of the City Clerk once approved.
Present:

Jocelyn Crivea, in the Chair
Councillor Fred Clipsham
Jason Ash
Lyle Benko
Michael Berry
Norm Henderson
Bruce Kellet
Kathleen Livingston
Sharon Rodenbush
Deanna Trowsdale Mutafov
Sarah Turnbull
Chris Yost

Committee Assistant, Elaine Gohlke
Also in
Attendance: Director of Parks & Open Space, Neil Vandendort

APPROVAL OF PUBLIC AGENDA
Kathleen Livingston moved, AND IT WAS RESOLVED, that the open agenda be
approved, as submitted, and that the delegations be heard in the order they are called
by the Chairperson.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
Deanna Trowsdale-Mutafov moved, AND IT WAS RESOLVED, that the minutes for
the meeting held on May 3, 2012 be adopted.
EAC12 -21

Pesticide Reduction - Draft Revised Recommendations
(Tabled June 7, 2012)

The following addressed the Committee:
− Allyson Brady, representing Saskatchewan Environmental Society, made a
PowerPoint presentation to the Committee, a copy of which is on file in the office of
the City Clerk;
− Jennifer Milo, representing Bayer CropScience, made a PowerPoint presentation to
the Commission, a copy of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk;
− Bryce Thompson made a PowerPoint presentation to the Commission, a copy of
which is on file in the office of the City Clerk;
− Marilyn Braun-Pollon, representing Canadian Federation of Independent Business ;
− Leslie Cornell, representing Saskatchewan Nursery Landscaping Association;
− Devon Young, representing Weed Man;
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Ron Cornell, Cornell Design & Landscaping;
Nigel Bowles, Saskatchewan Nursery Landscape Association;
Dr. Katherine Arbuthnott;
Florence Stratton;
Nikko Snyder, representing Avaaz Community Petition;
Al Taylor;
Paule Hjertaas;
Trevor Herriot;
Catherine Robertson; and
Dr. Tanya Dahms.

Norm Henderson moved, AND IT WAS RESOLVED, that the Committee recess for
10 minutes.
The Committee recessed at 8:48 p.m.
(Bruce Kellett left the meeting.)

The Committee reconvened at 9:07 p.m.
Chris Yost moved that:
1. The City of Regina adopt a policy of avoiding pesticides for cosmetic or
non-essential use in the management of lands owned or administered by the
City.
2. The City of Regina encourage Wascana Centre Authority to avoid pesticides
for cosmetic or non-essential use in the management of lands under the
jurisdiction of Wascana Centre Authority.
3. The City of Regina encourage residents to avoid pesticides for cosmetic or
non-essential use on their own lands.
4. The City of Regina undertake a public education campaign on avoiding
pesticides for cosmetic or non-essential use.
5. The City of Regina review the pesticide policy and its practices after two years
and continue or modify them as appropriate at that time.
Kathleen Livingston moved, in amendment, AND IT WAS RESOLVED, that:
6. The City of Regina identify, through conspicuous signage, areas that it has
treated with any and all biocides.
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Deanna Trowsdale-Mutafov moved, in amendment, AND IT WAS RESOLVED, that:
7. The City of Regina encourage the Regina Public School Board and the Regina
Catholic School Board to avoid pesticides for cosmetic or non-essential use in
the management of lands under the jurisdiction of each school board.
The main motion, as amended, was put and declared CARRIED.
EAC12-14

EAC12-14 Pesticide Reduction (Tabled April 5, May 3 and June 7, 2012)

Jason Ash moved, AND IT WAS RESOLVED, that this communication be received
and filed.

ADJOURNMENT
Kathleen Livingston moved, AND IT WAS RESOLVED, that the meeting adjourn.
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Chairperson

Secretary

EAC12-19
May 3, 2012

To:

Members,
Environment Advisory Committee

Re:

Cloth Diaper Services

At the June 2, 2011 meeting of the Environment Advisory Committee, Karen Moore, Regional
Director for the Saskatchewan Abilities Council, provided a presentation regarding the Happy
Nappy Cloth Diaper Service. Discussion included the potential for Happy Nappy forming a
partnership with the Environment Advisory Committee and the City of Regina. At that meeting,
the committee tabled the matter to allow time for Ms. Moore to provide additional information
regarding support for this type of service in other municipalities.
Ms. Moore provided the requested information and the Committee considered it at its March 1
meeting. As a result, the Committee adopted a resolution to form a working group to prepare a
report that included: a position to recommend to City Council on alternatives to disposable
diapers that will reduce burden to landfills, within the context of a full life-cycle analysis; and a
recommendation on the proposal made by Happy Nappy Enterprise SK to the City of Regina
with respect to a pilot program and reimbursement for their diaper starter kit.
A working group was formed and the attached is submitted by the working group for
consideration by the Committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine Gohlke, Secretary
Environment Advisory Committee

Preamble:
The City of Regina Environment Advisory Committee's (the “Committee”) 2011-2012
Work Plan identified a role for the Committee to provide advice and recommendations of solid
waste management through partnerships, education and communication. In this context, the
Committee was approached by the Saskatchewan Abilities Council (SAC) to have the
Committee consider a proposal for a partnership between the City of Regina and a cloth diaper
service, Happy Nappy Cloth Diaper Service. The SAC purchased the Saskatchewan franchise
rights to this diaper service.
At the June 2, 2011 meeting of the Committee, Karen Moore, Regional Director for the
SAC provided a presentation regarding the Happy Nappy Cloth Diaper Service (information
provided at this meeting is found in Appendix A). At the conclusion of the meeting the
Committee adopted a resolution to table the matter to the September 2nd meeting to allow time
for Ms. Moore to provide additional information regarding other municipalities supporting this
type of service. The matter was subsequently tabled several times upon the request of Ms. Moore
to gather more information. New information was provided by Ms. Moore for the March 1st 2012
meeting of the Committee (information from this meeting is found in Appendix B). Ms. Moore
was not in attendance for the March 1st meeting.
Background
The debate surrounding the environmental impacts of disposable diapers compared to cloth
diapers can be polarizing. The environmental consequences of disposable diapers and the
possible environmental benefits to cloth diapers are not always straight-forward when considered
in the context of a full life-cycle analysis (i.e. Vizcarra et al. A life-cycle inventory of baby
diapers subject to Canadian conditions. Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry. Vl 13(10):
1707-1716). However, viewed singularly on the reduction to landfills, the use of cloth diapers
will reduce landfill burden compared to disposable diapers.
Technological innovations have also created new choices for consumers to consider when
selecting a diapering option in the context of environmental stewardship. These new options
include changes to both cloth and disposable options. For example, cloth products can now
include hemp (www.bynature.ca) and bamboo (www.bummis.com) alternatives to cotton, a crop
that is not without its environmental burdens. As well, there is an expanding market of
environmentally conscious disposable diapers, such as Seventh Generation
(ca.seventhgeneration.com) and petroleum-based free products such as Gdiapers
(www.gdiapers.com).
Conclusion and Recommendation:
The committee recognizes the efforts of Ms. Moore and commends her efforts to explore options
for reducing the environmental impact of diapers. The committee also appreciates the additional
work and effort that Ms. Moore undertook to bring additional information to the committee.
However, the Committee does not think it appropriate for the City of Regina to endorse any
singular form of alternative diaper use or diaper service. Therefore the committee does not

-2recommend that the City of Regina adopt the Happy Nappy Diapering Service submitted
proposal requesting the City to subsidize users of the Happy Nappy service.
In recognition of the broader context of Ms. Moore's presentation and efforts, the Committee
recommends that the Public Works Committee request City Administration to include education
about alternatives to conventional disposable diapers in current and future education, as well as
recycling education programs and communications.

EAC12-22

September 6, 2012

To:

Members
Environment Advisory Committee

Re: Pesticide Reduction – Draft Revised Recommendations
The Public Works Committee, at its meeting held July 17, 2012, considered the abovenoted report and adopted the following resolution:
That this matter be referred to the Administration for a report to a special Public Works
meeting to be scheduled in late November 2012, that provides further information on the
recommendations made by the Environment Advisory Committee, in particular, adopting
a policy of avoiding herbicides, including the following:
1. Budgetary implications;
2. Information on the precautionary approach and how it applies here;
3. Information on the former Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee;
4. That Administration contact open space managers at Wascana Centre
Authority, the Public School Board and the Catholic School Board for
information on their present weed regimes;
5. That Administration seeks further information on the partnership between the
Saskatchewan Environmental Society and the City of Saskatoon with respect
to their use of social marketing for pesticide reduction;
6. That Administration contact Regina Qu’Appelle Health Region, the Provincial
Health Officer, the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Saskatchewan, and
the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority for their opinion on the use of
pesticides;
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7. Discussion on how the City’s use of pesticides is communicated; and
8. That Administration request information from the Pest Management
Regulatory Agency regarding scientific information on pesticides.
You will be notified of the date and time of the special meeting of the Public Works
Committee, once it has been scheduled.

Yours truly,

Elaine Gohlke, Secretary
Public Works Committee
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EAC12-23
September 6, 2012

To:

Members,
Environment Advisory Committee

Re:

2012-2013 Environment Advisory Committee Work Plan

Over the past year, there have been several new members appointed to the Environment
Advisory Committee. With the number of new members appointed to the committee,
discussion has arisen about the need for a refresh of the committee’s Work Plan, in order
to better utilize members’ varying interests, strengths and emerging environmental
priorities.
On May 10, 2012, members of the Environment Advisory Committee met and discussed
changes to the committee’s Work Plan. A new Work Plan was drafted and a copy is
attached for review and confirmation by the members of the committee. The confirmed
Work Plan will be forwarded to the Executive Committee for approval.

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine Gohlke, Secretary
Environment Advisory Committee

Be a stakeholder in the
Official Community Plan
with particular focus on
transportation.
Encourage alternative
disposal methods for waste.

1. Provide advice and
recommendations on
reducing Regina’s carbon
footprint

2. Provide advice and
recommendations on solid
waste reduction and
management

Investigate options for water
conservation.
Environmental due diligence
of best practices for pesticide
management.

4. Provide advice and
recommendations on
pesticide use

Investigate options for
improving water quality.

3. Provide advice and
recommendations on
practices to improve the
overall health of the
watershed

Encourage packaging
reduction.

Action(How)

Deliverable (What)

All

All

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

All

Start/Complete
Date (When)
Ongoing

Particpate Budget
/Lead

All

Resources
(Who)

Environment Advisory Committee 2012/13 Work Plan

