DE20-116

CATHEDRAL AREA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
2900 -- 13th Ave, Regina SK, S4T 1N7 • 306.569.8755 • CACA@sasktel.net

Cathedral Area Community Association Presentation to City Council for the October 28,
2020 Council Meeting regarding 56 Angus Crescent- the Bagshaw Residence
Attending on behalf of the Cathedral Area Community Association is Trish Elliott-

Submission from the Cathedral Area Community Association Re. Heritage Designation for the
Bagshaw Residence
Dear Your Worship the Mayor and Members of City Council:
The Cathedral Area Community Association supports heritage designation for the Bagshaw
Residence. We note that this Council voted unanimously against a demolition permit because
the residence met the bar of heritage significance. We agree this 107-year-old historic home
is a cultural asset that has potential to preserve and enhance our neighbourhood's historic
character.
We note this heritage home was purchased off-market as an intended teardown by the owner,
Crawford Homes, despite it being listed on the City's heritage property inventory. We further
note that the developer appears to have not made good faith attempts to adequately assess,
care for or upgrade the property and its grounds since purchase, having stated from the
outset their determination to demolish it.
When this happens, neighbours rightly may become concerned. However, the owner's
disregard for the residence should not factor in the city's standard for preservation, which is:
Does the home have historic value? In answer, the Bagshaw Residence has met the bar-- a
determination unanimously supported by Council -- and now must be protected as such. Any
concerns about property neglect or resale value are the responsibility of Crawford Homes to
address, as this is outside the City's policy considerations for heritage designation.
Your policy states, "Historic places are integral in providing a sense of identity and place both
for tourists and, more importantly, for local citizens." The Bagshaw Residence, constructed
in 1913, is a prime example of how historic neighbourhood homes are tied to the story of our
city and its residents, as well as wider events such as, in this case, Saskatchewan's wartime
history, along with its connection to a noted architect.
Among the tens of thousands of buildings in Regina, including over 90,000 private homes,
only about 100 have municipal heritage designation. These properties are a scarce nonrenewable resource of great value to all. We should work together to grow the roster of
protected homes and historic areas in Regina, as promised by the Design Regina plan.
We are very aware of the positive impact of heritage designations to the Cathedral Area.
Residents move here to be surrounded by unique historic streetscapes. A number of
inventoried properties are concentrated in our neighbourhood, including in the scenic
Crescents. These homes make the Crescents attractive to residents and tourists alike. As a
community association we invest in heritage, for example supporting the Cultural Trailway, a
project to highlight the history of homes and shops with markers and an online walking tour.
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Given its significance, the Bagshaw Residence should be retained as a shared cultural asset,
by giving Crawford Homes a choice to preserve the exterior or offer it on the market to
interested parties to purchase and renew. Our neighbourhood has been fortunate to see
many examples of historic home renewal and stewardship by responsible homeowners.
Through adherence to heritage policies, along with the City's guidance and incentives,
perhaps Crawford Homes could learn the value of restoration and renewal, as other
companies such as NICOR have done. This would be a very positive outcome of heritage
designation.
In closing, we commend and support the City Council's unanimous decision to save this
home from demolition, and call on Councillors to support its designation as a recognized and
protected heritage property.
Thank you.

