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1.0 UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORIC PLACE 

The St. Chad’s Chapel is part of a larger complex that was originally owned by the Diocese of Qu’Appelle.  The 
complex includes five red brick buildings, this conservation heritage report will refer to the Chapel, and College of 
St. Chad’s.   

1.1 General Characteristics of the St. Chad’s Chapel, and College Buildings of St. 
Chad’s. 

1.1.1 Site Boundaries


College Avenue to the North, and Anson Rd to the West. St. Chad’s is located in the Former Diocese of 
Qu’Appelle Neighbourhood.   

1.1.2 Legal Description


Legal address: 10-1651 Anson Rd, Regina, SK, S4P 1B8 
Legal description: Lot 2, Block C, Plan 101943299 
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1.2 Site History 

• 1913 - 1914: Construction of St. Chad’s College. 
• 1914 - 1918: St. Chad’s College in operation. 
• 1918 - 1970: Qu’Appelle Diocesan School for Girls in operation. 
• 1975: St. Chad’s College building sold to the Provincial Government. Remained vacant during this time. 
• 1970’s-1990’s: Offices for Social Services. 
• 1980: St. Chad’s College designated a Provincial Heritage Property.  
• 2005: St. Chad’s Chapel was deconsecrated on June 28th.   
• 2005: St. Chad’s College and Chapel were sold to a private developer. 
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St. Chad’s Chapel and College building as of 2017.  Exterior conditions have continued to deteriorate over the 
years.



2.0 EVALUATE SIGNIFICANCE. 

2.1 Heritage Values 
It is the association with the Anglican Church that defines the heritage value of the Diocese of Qu’Appelle property, 
and more specifically St. Chad’s College and Chapel.  In 1912 the Diocese acquired the land at the corner of 
College Avenue and Broad Street, subsequent construction of multiple buildings were conducted from 1912-1914 
in order to support the Diocese and its teachings.  In 1913-1914 St. Chad’s College was constructed on the site, it 
was to be a theological school for training for young men in the ministry.  In 1918 The Qu’Appelle Diocesan School 
for Girls replaced the theological college for men, and remained in the building until 1970 when it closed.   

The architects involved in the Diocese of Qu’Appelle property are also important to the heritage value of St. Chad’s 
College and Chapel.  Three different firms were involved in the design and construction of all buildings on the 
Qu’Appelle Diocese property; Brown and Vallance from Montreal, Storey and Van Egmond from Regina, and 
Francis Portnall.  Brown and Vallance were the architects of the St. Chad’s College and Chapel building, which 
carries the same elements of Collegiate Gothic architecture that are found throughout the site.  This style is evident 
in the long, low asymmetrical massing, dark coloured brick, terra-cotta trims, Gothic windows with pointed arches, 
crenellated towers and picturesque roofscapes.   

2.2 Character Defining Elements 
The heritage value of St. Chad’s College and Chapel resides in the following character defining elements: 
• Those elements which reflect the property’s association with the education, administrative and missionary 

activities of the Anglican Church, including religious iconography and terra cotta figures on the exterior of St. 
Chad’s College. 

• Those elements which reflect the Collegiate Gothic style of architecture, including:  
• red brick exterior with terra cotta trim. 
• bay window on the south side of the building. 
• picturesque roofs cape with dormers, chimney and gables. 
• representational sculptural elements and maple leaf crest. 

• Those elements which reflect the Mawson Plan of 1914 and the City Beautiful Movement. 
• the terminating vista of Halifax street at the Tower of St. Chad’s Chapel. 
• The treed copse adjacent to the St. Chad’s Chapel and College site. 

2.3 Site Assessment  
St. Chad’s College and Chapel are located within, and are a part of the 1914 Mawson Plan for Regina.  Thomas 
Mawson and Sons were landscape architects hired by the City of Regina in 1913 to develop a plan for the area 
surrounding the Legislative building, the Qu’appelle Diocese land, City Centre, as well as the Government House.  
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Currently only the Legislative Grounds, Wascana Park, and Canterbury Park are surviving elements of the City 
Beautiful Movement and Mawson Plan for Regina.  The original plan for the area surrounding the Qu’Appelle 
Diocesian land included a grand chapel and men’s college, both of which were never developed.  Mawson was 
influenced by “City Beautiful” concepts as well as the idea of a traditional English “Cathedral Close”.   Mawson 
sought to augment grand buildings by creating terminating vistas at the end of diagonal axes.  There was also an 
effort to place important buildings such as the tower of St. Chad’s Chapel at the termination of axis streets. such 
as Halifax street.  Anson road was a later addition to the area and was not a part of the original Mawson Plan. 

In keeping with the City Beautiful movement and the English “Cathedral Close” landscaping, the Mawson Plan 
utilized formal planting organizations, with the prominence being placed on the axial tree line, as well as the 
grandeur of the city streetscape.  The plantings located on the St. Chad’s College and Chapel site were minimal in 
order to maintain the visual connection throughout the site to the College and Chapel.  The prominent plantings 
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instead were concentrated adjacent to the site in a copse, in order to enclose the Chapel and create a place of 
withdrawal and exclusivity.  The majority of these trees were later removed during the expansion of Anson Road, 
as well as due to later construction on and around the St. Chad’s site.   

The dominant plantings on site consist of two small groupings of trees to the South of the Chapel.  One grouping 
of trees is located directly south of the Chapel,  this grouping consists of two elm trees, with the remainder of the 
trees having been removed a number of years ago.  Both trees show substantial frost cracks, as well as numerous 
dead limbs.  The one tree appears to be mostly dead with some minimal new growth.  It is unlikely that these trees 
will survive much longer and don’t directly contribute to the original Mawson plan in either intent or in the location 
of planting.  The second grouping is located on the lot line and consists of a birch3 tree with numerous new 
offshoots.  This tree is in good condition and appears to be healthy.  It is likely that this tree was a part of the tree 
line located on the South property line.  The remainder of the trees along this line were removed a number of years 
ago. If new plantings are introduced it is recommended that they are planted along the South property line in 
keeping with the original Mawson plan and intent.   
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3.0 ASSESS POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

3.1 Current Building Conditions: Exterior 

3.1.1 St. Chad’s Chapel Terra-cotta Components


The terra-cotta ornamental components such as the lintels, archways, scrollwork, angels, shields, animals, and 
ornamental accents are original (1913) character-defining elements of the Collegiate Gothic design of the chapel. 
At this time they are relatively intact and are mostly undamaged.  Many of the terra-cotta elements on the North 
and East facade of the building are in excellent condition. 

!7



There is evidence of inappropriate or substandard repairs to terra-cotta elements, particularly on the West entry 
archway of the Chapel.  In some instances the wrong mortar type has been utilized to patch and repair mortar 
joints and cracks in the terra-cotta archway. The mortar is incorrect in colour and is likely of a portland cement 
mixture, which is inappropriate for the application.  Cracking, chips and spalls due to moisture penetration and 
freezing is present in some of the terra-cotta components, along with deterioration of many mortar joints. 
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Incorrect repair or patch of terracotta archway. Cracked and spalling terra-cotta on west 



3.1.2 St. Chad’s Chapel Exterior Face Brick


All facades feature the same dark red brick that are a character defining element of the Collegiate Gothic style in 
Saskatchewan.  The brick at approximately the 4 foot mark above grade is showing large amounts of 
efflorescence on the exterior of the building, indicating water damage on the interior of the building. Also, a number 
of mortar joints throughout the facade are deteriorated or missing and will require re-pointing.  A previous re-
pointing job was done incorrectly with a Portland cement based mortar, throughout the facades of both St. Chad’s 
College and St. Chad’s Chapel.  Bricks appear to be broken or missing in some places, and will need to be 
appropriately repaired or replaced.  There are a number of points where electrical conduit and fittings were brought 
through the face of the building, these items will have to be cut back or removed in order to repair the mortar joint. 
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3.1.3 St. Chad’s Chapel Windows and Doors


The windows in the Chapel are the original windows and are mostly in good condition, particularly the interior 
windows with multi-paned glazing.  A few panes are broken or cracked, but otherwise the existing storm windows 
have protected the interior multi-paned glazing.  The wooden frames are showing some disrepair with possible 
water and frost damage.  Damage to frames appears to be minimal, and is primarily due to age. The Chapel 
window frames are currently painted a dark red-brown colour, and the existing paint is flaking and pulling away 
from the frame.    

The main entryway to St. Chad’s Chapel is located to the west of the Chapel.  The main entryway doors to the 
West appears to be the original wooden doors.  The existing doors are in disrepair, with nails poking through from 
the interior as well as possible water damage.  The doors are not weather resistant, and are quite unstable.  The 
door was painted a light colour and the paint is partially worn off.  The existing kick plates do not appear to be 
original, and the metal is uneven and in disrepair. The metal kick plate appears to be currently helping to hold the 
existing wooden door slats together. The original door hardware and hinges were removed, possibly when the 
church was de-sanctified in 2005. 

The secondary entryway to St. Chad’s Chapel is located to the east of the Chapel.  The east doorway is more 
sheltered and as such shows less disrepair than the west doorway.  The east entryway to the chapel is painted in 
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the same colour of paint as the west doorway.  The east doorway appears to have retained the original exterior 
door pull, though the hinges and metal kick plate appear to be later additions.   

3.1.4 St. Chad’s Chapel Sloping Wood-Shingled Roof


St. Chad’s Chapel features the traditional wood shingled, sloped roof of Collegiate Gothic architecture.  The south 
roof wooden shakes are in fairly decent, though worn condition.  The north roof wooden shakes are in less 
desirable condition, showing extensive moss growth due to water collection within the wooden shakes 
themselves.  The existing shakes have been documented as being western cedar, approximately 19” in length, 
varying 5-10” in width and with a 5.5” overlap. 
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3.1.5 St. Chad’s College Terra-cotta Components:


The terra-cotta ornamental components such as the lintels, horizontal banding, and ornamental accents are 
original (1913) character defining elements of the Collegiate Gothic design of the college. At this time they are 
relatively intact and are mostly undamaged.  

The mortar is incorrect in colour and is likely of a portland cement mixture, which is inappropriate for the 
application.  Cracking, chips and spalls due to moisture penetration and freezing is present in some of the terra-
cotta components, along with deterioration of many mortar joints. Some elements, such as window lintels appear 
to be damaged beyond repair. 
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3.1.6 St. Chad’s College Exterior Face Brick


All facades feature the same dark red brick that are a character defining element of the Collegiate Gothic style in 
Saskatchewan.  The brick at approximately the 4 foot mark above grade is showing some efflorescence, indicating 
water damage on the interior of the building. Also, a number of mortar joints throughout the facade are 
deteriorated or missing and will require re-pointing.  The brick above the south access door of St. Chad’s College 
is bowing out, indicating possible rust jacking of a steel lintel above the door.  Further investigation of this item will 
be required.  A previous re-pointing job was done incorrectly with a Portland cement based mortar, throughout the 
facades of both St. Chad’s College and St. Chad’s Chapel. 
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3.1.7 St. Chad’s College Windows and Doors


On the main, second and third floors there are a number of windows where the exterior window frames appear to 
be wood and appear to be the original window frames.  The window inserts inside this original wooden frame are 
white vinyl frames in the double hung style.  While the style is correct, the vinyl is not in the original heritage 
character of the building.  Many of the windows within the vinyl frames are broken and a number of windows have 
been boarded over with plywood.  A number of the vinyl inserts are missing entirely. None of the original wooden 
double hung windows were intact or in place at the time of inspection. 

The basement windows are original multi-paned glazing with wood frames.  The windows are in poor condition 
due to water infiltration and broken glass. These windows are not visible from the exterior of the building as all are 
located below grade.  Most of the basement windows are enclosed within window wells and above grade plywood 
casements. 

The doors in St. Chad’s College are primarily secondary and basement access doors.  The ones that are original 
are basement access and all are in poor condition, with at least one of the two being broken.  The main floor 
secondary access door located on the south facade is not original and appears to be approximately of the 1970’s 
era.   
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3.1.8 St. Chad’s College Sloping Wood-Shingled Roof


St. Chad’s Chapel features the traditional wood shingled, sloped roof that is found in Collegiate Gothic 
architecture.  Both the south and north wooden shakes are in less desirable condition, showing extensive moss 
growth due to water collection within the wooden shakes. 

St. Chad’s College also features dormers which are also clad in wooden shakes.  These shakes appear to be in 
good condition, but are of the same age as the wooden shakes on the roof.  These shakes match the dimensions, 
and wood type of the shakes on St. Chad’s Chapel. The existing shakes have been documented as being western 
cedar, approximately 19” in length, varying 5-10” in width and with a 5.5” overlap. 

3.1.9 St. Chad’s College and Chapel metal downspouts.


The existing downspouts on St. Chad’s are in generally good condition.  It is recommended that the existing 
downspouts are retained and repaired as necessary.  If future replacement of downspouts are required, it is 
recommended that the downspouts are replaced with metal downspouts of the same size, colour, shape and 
profile as the existing.  The existing decorative metal pieces which serve to secure the downspout to the facade 
should be retained, even upon replacement of downspouts, and re-utilized 
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3.2 Current Building Conditions: Interior 

3.2.1 St. Chad’s Chapel Ceiling


The vaulted ceiling of St. Chad’s chapel is arched in a way that is reminiscent of the Collegiate Gothic style and is a 
very important heritage element of the Chapel.  The wooden ceiling is in excellent condition showing very little wear 
or water damage. 

3.2.1 St. Chad’s Chapel Finishes:


The majority of the interior finishes in St. Chad’s chapel are in extreme disrepair.  The plaster has cracked, peeled 
and separated from the lath in most areas due to repeated water damage.  The wooden floors have also heaved in 
many places due to water damage.  The east stage of the chapel is not original and the wood does not match in 
finish, grain or type to the original wood flooring of the chapel. 
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3.2.1 St. Chad’s Chapel and College Stairwell


Located in the South-West end of the building the internal wooden stairwell is in good condition throughout most 
of the flights.  The stair railings and decorative stiles are mostly intact except for a few areas where the stiles were 
broken or removed.  The wood of the stairs and railings are in good condition with very little wear or tear. 

3.2.1 St. Chad’s College:


Overall the interior finishes are from approximately the 1960’s or 1970’s and have no heritage value.  None of the 
original finishes from the era of construction were retained within the College building. 

3.2 Client Requirements 

St. Chad’s College and Chapel has remained vacant since the closure of the Qu’Appelle Diocesan School for Girls 
in 1970.  The College of St. Chad’s provides an opportunity for reuse via the revitalization of the interiors into 
condominium apartments.  There is a current precedent for this on the Qu’Appelle Diocese property as the 
building to the East was re-developed into condominiums in 2005.  This revitalization would allow St. Chad’s 
College to move forward into the future, while simultaneously respecting the history of the building itself. 

St. Chad’s Chapel has the opportunity to be utilized as a single occupant commercial property, thus allowing the 
overall interior and exterior form of the building to be retained and not spliced into separate occupancies.  This 
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would allow St. Chad’s Chapel to re-invent itself into a new use while maintaining the building form as well as the 
important heritage elements. 

In order to maintain the financial viability of the project the client also requires 3 commercial/retail units (CRU) which 
would be housed in an addition.  These CRU units will provide the majority of the financial backing for the 
subsequent heritage restoration and rehabilitation of St. Chad’s College and St. Chad’s Chapel. 

4.0 CONSERVATION PLAN 

4.1 Terra-cotta Components of St. Chad’s College and Chapel 
It is noted that the character defining elements of the terra-cotta decorative elements along with its archways, 
horizontal bands, and other existing decorative features will require some repairs in order to prevent further 
degradation of the façade.  The terra-cotta horizontal banding will require repair and stabilization in places, and as 
such will require a combination of both restoration and preservation. 

Repair of the architectural terra-cotta to the north, west and south facades to include cleaning, crack repair, deep 
spalling repair, surface repair and glazing. All patching, repair mortars and glaze coatings are to be from a single 
manufacturer’s product line and are to be compatible with each other, as well as with the existing facade materials.  
For surface repairs Edison Coatings Thin-Fill 55 Re-profiling mortar is to be utilized. For crack repairs Edison 
Coatings Flexi-Fill 530 or Custom System 45 are to be utilized.  For deep repairs to terra-cotta elements Edison 
Coatings Custom System 45 TC with Restoration Latex RL-1 and RL-2 are to be utilized. Glazing of all terra-cotta 
elements to be done with Edison Coatings Aquathane  UA210 Type NCL with Type G Bonding Additive.  Where re-
pinning, placing or setting large terra-cotta elements is deemed to be required, Helix S.S. DryFix Terra-cotta Ties.  
In the instance that a terra-cotta piece is deemed to be too damaged to be repaired and a replacement is deemed 
necessary, the replacement terra-cotta piece may be replaced with a new terra-cotta element.  This new piece 
must be replaced in kind, shape, and glaze type and colour matched.  

Areas where the mortar is found to be deteriorated or missing will require re-pointing in order to prevent further 
moisture penetration into the terra-cotta facade elements and wall system.  A third party mortar assessment is to 
be completed prior to construction in order to determine the physical and chemical makeup of the existing mortar.  
An appropriate and matching mortar will be chosen for construction upon the results of the mortar assessment. All 
deteriorated mortar will be removed by hand raking and a test panel will be completed by the contractor in order 
demonstrate all aspects of the repair procedure for the repointing of the terra-cotta.   

Cleaning of the terra-cotta elements are to be undertaken as needed with with low pressure hot water, type “B” 
surfactant manufactured by Chemfax MS Cleaner and natural bristle brushes.  A cleaning test panel will first be 
completed for review and approval in order to determine that methods utilized are appropriate for the terra-cotta 
facade and elements.  
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4.2 Exterior Face Brick of St. Chad’s College and Chapel 

Though the majority of the face brick is relatively good condition there are a number of points where the masonry 
will require repairs in order to prevent further degradation of the facade.  

Where the brick is showing pushed face brick, the brick will be removed carefully by hand and retained in order to 
reveal the cause of the pushed brick. If the brick is pushed due to the rust jacking of the steel lintel or header this 
will require the removal of rusted areas, as well as potential replacement steel where required if the steel is deemed 
too damaged for lasting repair.   If the pushed brick is due to excessive compressive loading or the brick no longer 
being securely attached to the backing than further investigation and solutions will be required in order to mitigate 
the issue. In any situation where brick is removed, it must be removed carefully and retained.  Retained brick will 
be reset with mortar that is compatible and matches existing.  

Throughout the north, south and west facades the mortar was found to be deteriorated or missing.  Missing or 
deteriorated mortar will require re-pointing in order to prevent further moisture penetration into the brick facade 
elements and wall system.  A previous repointing of the brick facade was done with an incorrect mortar type, 
which appears to be of a portland cement mixture. A third party mortar assessment is to be completed and 
submitted to the City of Regina Heritage Department within two months of Council approval.  This mortar 
assessment and brick compression testing must be completed in order to determine the physical and chemical 
makeup of the existing and original mortar, as well as to the strength of the brick so that an appropriate mortar 
selection can be made.  An appropriate and matching mortar will be chosen for construction upon the results of 
the mortar assessment.  The new mortar shall match the original in strength, colour and tooling. All deteriorated 
and incorrect mortar types will be removed by hand raking and a test panel will be completed by the contractor in 
order demonstrate all aspects of the repair procedure for the repointing of the face brick. 

Cleaning of the face brick elements are to be undertaken as needed with with low pressure hot water, type “B” 
surfactant manufactured by Chemfax MS Cleaner and natural bristle brushes.  A cleaning test panel will first be 
completed for review and approval in order to determine that methods utilized are appropriate. 

4.3 St. Chad’s College and Chapel Sloping Wood-Shingled Roof 
The moss that has grown on the existing shakes should be removed gently in order to not damage the existing 
wooden shakes.  Cleaning should be done with a mixture of sodium percarbonate and water.  It is best to use the 
weakest strength of cleaner and to apply it with a sprayer or soft bristle brush to minimize damage to the existing 
wood surface.  Power washing should not be utilized due to the potential for excessive damage to the wood 
surface. 

Water-repellant preservative (WRP) or water-based stain should be utilized to treat the shakes after cleaning has 
occurred.  It is recommended that the moisture content of the wood should not be above 20% prior to the 
application of WRP or stain. 

It is recommended that St. Chad’s College and Chapel sloping wood-shingled roofs are replaced over the next five 
to ten years in kind with a preservative treated wooden shingle in order to increase the longevity of the roof.  As we 
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understand that second growth cedar shakes are not as durable as traditional old growth cedar shakes alternative 
options may be considered in order to increase the lifespan of the roof and to mitigate excessive replacement cost.  
All replacement options should imitate the original size, shape and lap pattern of the original cedar shake roof.  An 
appropriate option would be EnviroShake composite roof tile roofing product.     

4.4 Windows and Doors and St. Chad’s Chapel 
Due to the condition and original nature of the multi-paned windows and wooden frames it is recommended that 
the existing windows be repaired and restored to their original state.  Where the windows show general 
weathering, splitting or rotting the frames should be allowed to dry, and then treated with a fungicide and 
weatherproofing material such as boiled linseed oil.  All cracks and holes should be filled with an appropriate putty, 
and finished to manufacturer’s specifications.  

In areas where the wooden frames are too badly deteriorated for stabilization, splicing and parts replacement may 
be utilized as necessary.  In these instances wood parts matching the original construction shall be utilized and the 
original moulding profile should be replicated.  An experienced craftsman shall be utilized to make repairs of this 
nature.  In the instance that a window frame is deemed too damaged for repair and restoration a new wooden 
window frame may be utilized.  In the method of rehabilitation the new window frame shall be of wood 
construction and will replicate the original moulding profile and original wood type. All work is to be completed by a 
professional with experience in heritage wooden windows.  All proposed and necessary repairs are to be 
documented in shop drawings by contractor, and approved by consultant prior to any repair or restoration work  
to be completed. 

A colour matching of the paint and historic paint colours of the time shall be conducted in order to determine the 
most appropriate colours for the wooden frame, sashes and other elements.   

The west entry door is in disrepair with the historical hinges and door handles removed.  For reasons of 
compliance to current building codes and regulations, the conformance to the environmental and energy 
conservation standards as well as the desirability for revitalizing St. Chad’s Chapel with a contemporary use, 
rehabilitation will prove to be the most viable intervention method for the west entry door.  A further structural 
assessment of the door by a qualified contractor should be conducted in order to determine if repair or 
replacement is the best solution.  

If replacement is deemed necessary the historic appearance of the west entry can be recreated with a suitable 
wooden gothic arched doorway.  The west entryway can be augmented and celebrated via the introduction of a 
new door, along with appropriate hinges and hardware. It should be enhanced to the proper character of the 
building.  The replacement door must be a double door and reinterpret the original swing, style, size and central 
astrigal.  It is the recommendation that the replacement door reinterpret the original wood slatting, at least on the 
bottom half of the door.   The top arched wooden spandrel should also be re-introduced and re-created in the 
instance of door replacement.   The spandrel should be constructed of wood, and should utilize the same 
moulding profile as the original.  The spandrel should be of the same size, shape and general construction of the 
original.  A qualified contractor certified in historical repair or replacement work should be utilized.  
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4.5 St. Chad’s College Windows 

For reasons of compliance to current building codes and regulations, the conformance to the environmental and 
energy conservation standards as well as the desirability for continuing the compatible contemporary residential 
use of St. Chad’s College, rehabilitation will prove to be the most viable intervention method for the main, second 
and third floor windows. Due to the limited degree of historical information on these missing architectural details, 
rehabilitation must be utilized as certain design assumptions must be made. 

According to the available photographic evidence, the original window assembly for the second floor windows 
consisted of double hung wood frame sash windows.  The bottom glazing unit of the double hung windows 
appears to be a single pane, while the top glazing unit appears to be a piano window style with four to five vertical 
glazing units.  Due to the proposed residential usage of the building it is recommended that operable double hung 
windows of the original style are re-introduced to the building.  Via the usage of wood, or aluminum clad wood 
windows the historic appearance of the original windows can be rehabilitated, while mitigating the maintenance 
requirements and environmental standards of the new building usage.  Appropriate colour choices shall be utilized 
and shall match the window frame colour of the windows in St. Chad’s Chapel.   

The main floor windows of St. Chad’s College are obscured due to the fixed exterior storm windows broken into 4 
horizontal glazing units.  These storm windows would have been removed during the warmer months, in order to 
allow the units behind them to be operated for ventilation.  In order to maintain the necessary exit requirements of 
the new usage we recommend a double hung window be utilized, and that they are re-interpreted through the use 
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of wood, or aluminum clad wood.  Current photographic documentation does not show the exact patterning of 
the mullions and transoms it is likely that the windows were similar to the second story windows, double hung with 
a single pane on the bottom unit, and piano style window in the top unit. 

Photographic documentation of the dormer windows on St. Chad’s College is limited though provided images 
clearly show a double hung window typology.  Due to the small size of the dormer windows it is unlikely that the 
upper pane was a piano window like the first and second storey windows, but rather a single glazing unit.   

4.6 St. Chad’s Chapel and College Stairwell 

The interior of St. Chad’s Chapel has a substantial amount of water damage throughout.  We recommend that all 
plaster is tested for asbestos, and that mold testing is done within the wall cavities.  In the instance that asbestos 
and mold are found traditional remediation methods are appropriate.  All windows, interior doors, and the chapel 
ceiling are required to be protected during any remediation efforts. 

The chapel floors are also extremely water damaged and show a substantial amount of bubbling and heaving 
throughout.  The stage on the east side of the chapel is not original and shows a newer wood type, size and finish.  
The original wood flooring of the chapel is mostly considered to be damaged beyond repair with many areas near 
the walls having warped over one inch in height.  As it will be nearly impossible to match the existing wooden 
flooring in species, and dimension we believe that rehabilitation is the best methodology for repair.  The proposed 
replacement flooring should be hardwood, of a similar type and similar dimension.  The rehabilitated floor should 
attempt to reinterpret the original decorative central aisle. 

The main stairs of St. Chad’s College Stairwell is mostly in good condition, and as such we recommend restoration 
for the majority of the stairwell.  The missing stiles will require a rehabilitation methodology.  The missing stiles 
should be replaced with new stiles of the same wood type, grain, and dimension.  The missing stiles should follow 
the same decorative pattern of the upper staircases, and should be finished with a colour matched stain or varnish 
as appropriate.  The remainder of the stairwell is in good condition and should not require repairs.  During repairs 
and renovations of the interior the stairwell shall be protected carefully in order to prevent damage. 

4.7 St. Chad’s College Addition. 
In order for the project to maintain financial viability for the owner a new addition is needed which would house 
commercial/retail units.  On the north side of St. Chad’s College there is an expanse of asphalt and gravel which 
has been utilized for parking for the last few years.  While originally intended to be lawn the northern exposure has 
created a largely shaded area in which few lawn species can grow, and have failed to thrive.   

We believe that this area is a sufficient location for the proposed addition.  The addition is proposed to be 
constructed of brick, which is of a similar material typology to the existing College.  The proposed brick should 
show sufficient differentiation from the existing brick of St. Chad’s College so as not to confuse the heritage and 
new elements.  We also propose that the addition utilize some of the primary horizontal and vertical elements and 
patterning of St. Chad’s Chapel and College to inform the proposed addition and facade.  By utilizing similar 

!23



material typology, and patterning elements, such as the parapet battlements on the addition, it emphasizes 
compatibility with St. Chad’s Chapel and College.  

In order to maintain differentiation between the new addition and St. Chad’s Chapel and College, larger windows 
are to be utilized on the addition.  These larger windows will connect with the existing windows via the utilization of 
aluminum clad wood frames, in the same colour choice as the remainder of the windows in the St. Chad’s College 
and Chapel.  These larger windows will also utilize the same moulding profiles as the aluminum clad windows in 
St. Chad’s College.  In these ways the addition maintains compatibility, while acknowledging and differentiating 
itself from the existing St. Chad’s College and Chapel. 

In order to remain subordinate to the Chapel and College the west elevation of the addition is to be pulled away 
from the East facade of St. Chad’s Chapel in order to maintain a visual differentiation between the two buildings. 
This placement would also minimize the visual impact of the addition along the Halifax street terminus.  From 
Halifax street the addition would be mostly non-visible.  It is during travel along College Avenue and Anson Road 
that the addition would be the most visual.  The addition should remain a one storey addition in order to maintain 
the visual dominance of St. Chad’s College behind, and to not impact the character-defining element of the 
traditional roofline, and second story windows.  These character defining elements should be able to be viewed by 
pedestrian traffic even after the addition is built.  By maintaining a low profile and by separating itself physically 
from St. Chad’s Chapel the addition continues to remain subordinate to both St. Chad’s Chapel and College. 
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